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Brief comment and general mtroductlo
==>7@A

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is often considered to be
Twain's masterpiece. It combined his raw humor with startlingly
mature material to create a novel that directly attacked many of the
traditions the South held dear. Through Huckleberry Finn's eyes the
South is revealed and judged. His companion, a runaway Slave
named Jim, provides Huck with friendship and protection during
their journey along the Mississippi. The primary theme of the novel
iIs the conflict between civilization and “natural life” Huck
represents natural life through his freedom of spirit, his uncivilized
ways, and his desire to escape from civilization. He was brought up
without any rules and has a strong resistance to anything that might
“civilized” him. Throughout the novel, Twain seems to suggest that
the uncivilized way of life is better; he draws on the ideas of
Jean-Jacques Rousseau in his belief that civilization corrupts rather

than improves human beings.
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1. +EF TheAdventuresof Huckleberry Finn

HB%E ™ O

2. GHFE Mark Twain 51$51J (1835K1910)

3. LMNOF
Huckleberry Finn 1" H#P%&
Jim PQ
Tom Sawyer RQ$ST

4. UVWXF First person narration (YZN LUV)

5. Good Quotations. (\NJD)

(1) I laid therein the grass and the cool shade thinking about things,
and feeling rested and ruther comfor table and satisfied.

(2) I thought | was dreaming; and wheh
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(6) I went down the rod away in the night, and slipped around front,
and see her setting there by her candle in the window with her eyes
towards the road and the tears in them; and | wished | could do
something for her, but | couldn't, only to swear that | wouldn't never

do nothing to grieve her any more.
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Chapterl

You don't know about me without you have read a book by
the name of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer; but that is no
matter. That book was made by Mr. Mark Twain, and he told
the truth, mainly. There were things which he stretched, but
mainly he told the truth. That is nothing._| had never seen
anybody but lied one time or another, without it was Aunt Polly,
or the widow, or maybe Mary. Aunt Polly—Tom's Aunt Pally,
she is—and Mary, and the Widow Douglas are al told about in
that book, which is mostly a true book, with some stretchers, as
| said before.

Now the way that the book winds up is this: Tom and me
found the money that the robbers hid in the cave, and it made us
rich. We got six thousand dollars apiece ~ Pall gold. It was an
awful sight of money when it was piled up. Well, Judge
Thatcher took it and put it out at interest, and it fetched us a
dollar a day apiece al the year round—more than what a body
could tell to do with. The Widow Douglas took me for her son,
and allowed that she would civilize me; but it was rough living
in the house al the time, and so when | couldn't stand it any
longer | lit out. | got into my old rags and my sugar-hogsheada
again, and was free and satisfied. But Tom Sawyer hunted me
up and said he was going to start a band of robbers, and | might
joinif 1 would go back to the widow and be respectable. So |
went back.

The widow cried over me, and called me a poor lost lamb,
and put me in the new clothes again, and | couldn't do anything
but sweat and sweat, and feel al cramped up. Well, then, the
old thing commenced again. The widow rang a bell for supper,
and you had to come on time. When you got to the table you
couldn't go right to eating, but you had to wait for the widow to
tuck ™ down her head and grumble alittle over the food.

Pretty soon | wanted to smoke, and asked the widow to let
me. But she wouldn't. She said it was a mean practice and
wasn't clean, and | must try not to do it any more. Her sister,
Miss Watson, atolerable dim old maid, with goggles on, had
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just come to live with her, and took a set at me now with a
spelling-book. She worked me middling hard for about an hour,
and then the widow made her ease up. | couldnt stand it much
longer. Then for an hour it was deadly dull, and | was fidgetya.
She told me al about the bad place, and | said | wished | was
there. She got mad then, but | didnt mean any harm. All |
wanted was to go somewhere; al | wanted was a change. She
said she was going to live so as to go to the good place, but |
couldn't see any advantage in going where she was going, so |
made up my mind that | wouldn't try for it. But | never said so,
because it would only make trouble, and wouldn't do any good.

Miss Watson kept pecking at me, and it got tiresome and
lonesome. By and by theyfetched the niggers™ in and had
prayers, and then everybody was off to bed. | went up to my
room with a piece of candle, and put it on the table. Then | set
down in a chair by the window and tried to think of something
cheerful, but it was no use. | felt so lonesome that | almost
wished | was dead. Well, after a long time | heard the clock
away off in the town go boom—boom—boom—twelve licks;
and all till again—dtiller than ever. Pretty soon | heard atwig
a snap down in the dark P something was a gtirring. | set ill
and ligened. Directly | could just barely hear a “Me-yow!
Me-yow!” down there. That was good! Said I, “Me-yow!
Me-yow!” as soft as | could, and then | put out the light and
scrambled out of the window on to the shed. Then | dipped
down to the ground and crawled in among the trees, and, sure
enough, there was Tom Sawyer waiting for me.
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Chapter2

We went tiptoeing ~ aong a path amongst the trees back
towards the end of the widow's garden,stooping down so as the
branches wouldn't scrape our heads. When we were passing by
the kitchen | fell over a root and made a noise. We crouched
down and laid till. Miss Watson's big nigger, named Jim, was
setting in the kitchen door; we could see him pretty clear,
because there was a light behind him. He got up and stretched
his neck out about a minute, listening. Then he said:

D Who?”

He listened some more; then he came tiptoeing down and
stood right between us; we could touch him, nearly. Well, likely
it was minutes and minutes that there wasn't a sound, and we
were al there so close together. Pretty soon Jim said: “Say,
what are you? Well, | know what I'm going to do: I'm going to
set down here and ligten till | hear it again.”

So he st down on the ground and leaned his back up
againg atree, and stretched his legs out till one of them almost
touched one of mine. My nose began to itcha It itched tltthe 1286a ¢ 128
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Jim's hat off of hishead and hung it on alimb right over him,
and Jim girred a little, but he didn't wake. Well, when Tom and
me got to the edge of the hill-top we looked away down into the
village and could see three or four lights twinkling = . We went
down the hill and found Jo Harper and Ben Rogers, and two or
three more of the boys, hid in the old tanyard. So we unhitched
— askiff and pulled down the river two miles and a half, to the
hillside, and went ashore.

We went to a clump of bushes, and Tom made everybody
swear to keep the secret, and then showed them a hole in the
hill, right in the thickest part of the bushes. Then we lit the
candles, and crawled in on our hands and knees. We went about
two hundred yards, and then the cave opened up. We went
along a narrow place and got into akind of room, al damp and
sweaty and cold, and there we stopped. Tom said:

D Now, well gart this band of robbers and cal it Tom
Sawyer's Gang. Everybody that wants to join has got to take an
oath, and write his namein blood.”

Everybody was willing. So Tom got out a sheet of paper
that he had written the oath on, and read it. It swore every boy
to stick to the band, and never tell any of the secrets; and if
anybody did anything to any boy in the band, whichever boy
was ordered to kill that person and his family must do it, and he
mustnt eat and he mustn't deep till he had killed them and
hacked a cross in their breasts, which was the sign of the band.
And nobody that didn't belong to the band could use that mark,
and if he did he must be sued; and if he did it again he must be
killed. And if anybody that belonged to the band told the secrets,
he mugt have his throat cut, and then have his carcassa burnt
up and the ashes scattered al around, and his name blotted off
of the list with blood and never mentioned again by the gang,
but have a curse put on it and be forgotten forever.

Some thought it would be good to kill the families of boys
who told the secrets. Tom said it was a good idea, so he took a
pencil and wroteit in. Then Ben Rogers said:

Y Here's Huck Finn, he has got no family; what you are
going to do about him?’

) Well, hasn't he got afather?’ said Tom Sawyer.

D Yes, he's got afather, but you can never find him these
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days. He used to lay drunk with the hogs ™ in the tanyard, but
he hadn't been seen in these parts for ayear or more.”

They talked it over, and they were going to rule me out,
because they said every boy must have a family or somebody to
kill, or else it wouldn't be fair and square for the others. | was
almost ready to cry; but al at once | thought of away, and so |
offered them Miss Watson—they could kill her. Everybody
said:

) Oh, shelll do. That's al right. Huck can comein.”

Then they all stuck a pin in their fingers to get blood to
sign with, and | made my mark on the paper.

Then we elected Tom Sawyer first captain and Jo Harper
second captain of the Gang, and so started home.

| climbed up the shed and crept into my window just
before day was breaking. My
new clothes were dl greased up and dayey, and | was
dog-tired.

Chapter3

WEell, | got a good going-over in the morning from old Miss
Watson on account of my clothes; but the widow didn't scold,
but only cleaned off the grease and clay, and looked so sorry
that | thought | would behave awhile™ if | could. Then Miss

Watson took me in the closet and prayed, but nothing came of it.

Shetold meto pray every day, and whatever | asked for | would
get it. But it wasn't so. | set down one time back in the woods,
and had along think about it. | said to myself, if a body could
get anything they prayed for, Why couldn't the widow get back
her silver snuffboxa that was stolen? Why couldnt Miss
Watson fat up? No, said | to myself, there was nothing in it. |
went and told the widow about it, and she said the thing a body
could get by praying was “spiritua gifts”.
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This was too many for me, but she told me what she meantP|
must help other people, and did everything | could for other
people, and looked out for them all the time, and never thought
about myself. This wasincluding Miss Watson, as | took it.

| went out in the woods and turned it over in my mind along
time, but | couldn't see any advantage about it—except for the
other people; so at last | reckoned® | wouldn't worry about it
any more, but just let it go.

Pap hadn't been seen for more than a year, and that was
comfortable for me; | didn't want to see him any more. He used
to always whale me when he was sober and could get his hands
on me; though | used to take to the woods most of the time
when he was around. Well, about this time he was found in the
river drowned, about twelve miles above town, so people said.
They judged it was him, anyway; but they couldnt make
anything out of the face, because it had been in the water so
long and it wasn't much like a face a dl. They said he was
floating on his back in the water. They took him and buried him
on the bank. But | wasn't comfortable long, because | happened
to think of something. | knew mighty well that a drowned man
didn't float on his back, but on his face. So | knew, then, that
this wasn't pap, but a woman dressed up in a man's clothes. So |
was uncomfortable again. | judged the old man would turn up
again by and by, though | wished he wouldn't.

We played robber now and then about a month, but we
hadn't robbed anybody, hadnt killed any people, but only just
pretended. One time Tom sent a boy to run about town with a
blazing stick(which was the sign for the Gang to get together),
and then he said he had got secret news that the next day a
whole parcel of Spanish merchants and rich Arabs was going to
camp in Cave Hollow with two hundred elephants, six hundred
camels, and over a thousand mules ™, all loaded down with
diamonds, and they did have only a guard of four hundred
soldiers, and so we would lay in ambuscadea. When he called
it, we just went out and killed the lot and scooped the things. In
order to see the camels and e ephants, | was on hand the next
day, Saturday, and when we got the word we rushed out of the
woods and down the hill. It wasnt anything but a
Sunday-schoal picnic, and only a primer-class was at that. We
busted it up, and chased the children up the hollow; then the
teacher charged in, and made us drop everything and cut. |
didn't see diamonds, and | told Tom Sawyer so. | reckoned he
believed in the Arabs and the elephants, but as for me, | thought
different. It had all the marks of a Sunday schooal.
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Chapter4

WEell, three or four months ran along, and it was well into
the winter now. | had been to school most of the time and could
spell and read and write just a little,_and could say the
multiplication table up to six times seven is thirty-five, and |
didn't reckon | could ever get any further than that if | was to
live forever. | didn't take any stock in mathematics, anyway.

At first | hated the school, but by and by | got so | could
stand it. | was getting sort of used to the widow's ways, too, and
they weren't so raspy — on me. | liked the old ways best, but |
was getting so | liked the new ones, too, alittle bit. The widow
said | was coming aong dowly but sure, and oing very
satisfactorily. She said she wasn't ashamed of me.

One morning | happened to turn over the saltcellara at
breakfast. | reached for some of it asquickly as | could to throw
over my left shoulder and keep off the bad luck, but Miss
Watson was in ahead of me, She said, “Take your hands away,
Huckleberry; what a mess you are a'ways making!” The widow
put in a good word for me, but that wasn't going to keep off the
bad luck, | knew that well enough. | started out, after breakfast,
feeling worried and shaky, and wondering where it was going to
fall on me and what it was going to be.

| went down to the front garden and climbed over the gile
~ through the high board fence. There was an inch of new
snow on the ground, and | saw somebody's tracks. They had
come up from the quarry and stood around the stile a while, but
they hadn't come in, after standing around so. It was very
curious, somehow. | was going to follow around, but | stooped
down to look at the tracks firgt. | didn't notice anything at first,
but next | did. There was a cross in the left boot-heel made with
big nailsa, to keep off the devil.

| was up in a second and shinning down the hill. | looked
over my shoulder every now and then, but | didnt see anybody.
| was at Judge Thatcher's as quickly as | could get there. He
said:
D Why, my boy, you are al out of breath. Do you come for
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I No, sr,” | said; “Is there some for me?’

D Oh, yes, over a hundred and fifty dollars. Quite a fortune
for you. You had better let me invest it along with your six
thousand, because if you takeit you'll spendit.”

I No, sr,” | said, “I don't want to spend it. | want you to take
it; | want to giveit to you—the six thousand and all.”

He said:

D Well, I'm puzzled. Is something the matter?”’

D Please takeit,” said |, “And don't ask me anything—then |
won't have to tell lies.”

He studied a while, and then he said:

D Oho-o! | think | see. You want to sell al your property to
me—not giveit. That's the correct idea.”

Then he wrote something on a paper and read it over, and
said:

D There; you see it says “for a consideration’. That means |
have bought it from you and paid you for it. Here's a dollar for
you. Now you sign it.”

So | signed it, and left.

Miss Watson's nigger, Jm, had a hairball as big as your figt,
which had been taken out of the fourth ssomach of an ox ™, and
he used to do magic with it. He said there was a spirit indde it,
and it knew everything. So | went to him that night and told
him pap was here again, for | found his tracks in the snow.
What | wanted to know was, what he was going to do, and was
he going to stay? Jim got out his hairballaa and said something
over it, and then he held it up and dropped it on the floor. It fell
pretty solid; Jm got down on his knees, and put his ear againgt
it and listened. But it was no use; he said it wouldn't talk. He
said sometimes it wouldn't talk without money. | gave him a
guarter and Jim put it under the hairball, and got down and
lisgtened again. This time he said the hairball was all right. He
said:

D Your father doesn't know yet what he's going to do. The
best way isto let the old man take his own way.”
When | lit my candle and went up to my room that night
there sat pap—his own self!
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Chapter5

| had shut the door. Then | turned around. And there he
was. | used to be scaredof him all the time, hetanned ~ me so
much. But right away after | saw him | was not scared of him
worth bothering about.

| stood looking at him; he set there looking at me, with his

chair tilted back a little. | set the candle down. | noticed the
window was up; so he had climbed in by the shed. He kept
looking at me al over. By and by he said:

D Sarchya clothesPvery. You think you're a good dea of
a big-bug, don't you?’
a[bstBitFll a ?@ XABC

D Maybe | am, maybe | am not,” | said.

D Don't give me any of your lip,” said he.

" You've put on considerable many frillsS® since | was away.
You're educated, to
0, they say—can read and write. You think you're better than
your father, now, don't you, because he can't? I'll take it out of
you.Who told you that you might meddle with such foolishness?
Who told you that you could?’

D The widow. Shetold me.”

D The widow, hey?—And who told the widow she could
put in her shovel about athing that is none of her business?’

O Nobody told her.”

D> Well, I'll teach her how to meddle. And looky — herePP
you drop that school, you hear? | am not the man to stand
it—you hear?’ Then after awhile, he said: “

Say, lemme hear you read.”

| took up a book and began something about General
Washington and the wars. When 1'd read about half a minute, he
fetched the book and knocked it across the house. He said:

D It'sso. You can doit. | had my doubts when you told me.
Now looky here; you stop putting on frills. If | catch you about
that school, I'll tan you good.” He took up a little blue and
yellow picture of some cows and a boy, and said:

D What's this?”

D It's something they gave me for learning my lessons
well.”

Hetoreit up, and said) I'll give you something betterP1'll

give you acowhidea. ,
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He set there mumbling and growling a minute, and then he
said:

D Looky here—I've been in town for two days, and | heard
nothing but about you being rich. That's why | come. You give
me that money tomorrow—I want it.”

| have got no money, | tell you. You ask Judge Thatcher;
hell tell you the sa
me.”

D AIl right. Il ask him; and I'll make him pungle ", too,
or Il know the reason why. Say, how much have you got in
your pocket? | want it. ,

| have got only adollar, and | want that to—”

D It doesnt make any difference what you want it
for—you just shell it out.”

He took it and hit it to seeif it was good, and then he said
he was going down town to get some whisky; said he hadn't had
adrink al day.

The next day he was drunk, and he went to Judge
Thatcher's and tried to make him give up the money; but he
couldn't, and then he swore he'd make the law force him.

The judge and the widow went to law to get the court to
take me away from him and let one of them be my guardiana,;
but it was a new judge that had just come, and he didn't know
the old man; so he said courts mustnt interfere and separate
familiesif they could help it. So Judge Thatcher and the widow
had to quit on the business.

That pleased the old man till he couldn't rest. He said hed
cowhide me till | was black and blue if | didn't raise some
money for him. | borrowed three dollars from Judge Thatcher,
and pap took it and got drunk, and went blowing around the
town till aimost midnight; then the next day people in town had
him before court, and jailed him again for aweek.

When he got out, the new judge said he was going to make
a man of him. So he took him to his own house, and dressed
him up clean and nice, and had him to breakfast and dinner and
supper with the family. But one night he got powerful thirsty,
and towards daylight he crawled out again drunk as a fiddler,
and rolled off the porch and broke his left arm in two places,
and was amost frozen to death when somebody found him after
sunup.

The judge felt kind of sore™ . He said he reckoned a body
could reform the old man with a shotgun, maybe, but he didn't
know other ways.
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Chapter6

WEell, pretty soon the old man was up and around again,
and then he went for Judge Thatcher in the courts to make him
give up that money, and he went for me, too, for not stopping
school. | didnt want to go to school much before, but |
reckoned I'd go now to spite™ pap. That law tria was a dow
business, so every now and then I'd borrow two or three dollars
off from the judge for him. Every time he got money he got
drunk; and every time he got drunk he raised Cain around town;
and every time he raised Cain he got jailed. He was just
suited—this kind of thing wasright in hisline.

He got to hang around the widow's too much and so she told
him at last that if he didn't quit using around there she would
make trouble for him. Well, wasn't he mad? He said he would
show who was Huck Finn's boss. So he watched out for me one
day in the spring, and caught me, and took me up the river
about three miles in a skiffaa, and crossed over to the lllinois
shore where it was woody. There was no house but an old log
hut in the place, and the timber was so thick that yo
u couldnt find it if you didn't know where it was.

He kept me with him all thetime, and | never got a chance
to run off. We lived in that old cabin, and he always locked the
door and put the key under his head nights. The widow found
out where | was by and by, and she sent a man over to try to get
hold of me; but pap drove him off with the gun, and it wasn't
long after that till | was used to being where | was, and liked
it—all but the cowhide part.

But by and by pap got to going away so much, and locking
me in. Once he locked me in and was gone three days. | made
up my mind | would fix up some way to leave there. | had no
key and the door was so thick and solid. Pap was pretty careful
not to leave aknife or anything in the cabin when he was away;
But finally, | found an old rusty wood-saw without any handle;
|_greased ~ it up and went to work. | was getting towards the
end of it when | heard pap's gun in the woods. | got rid of the
signs of my work, and dropped the blanket and hid my saw, and
pretty soon pap camein.

Pap wasn't in a good humor—so he was his natural self.
He said he was down town, and everything was going wrong.
His lawyer said people in town allowed there'd be another tria
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to get me away from him and give me to the widow for my
guardian, and they guessed it would win thistime.

He said he would like to see the widow get me. He said he
would watch out, he knew a place six or seven miles off to stow
me in, where they might hunt till they dropped and they
couldn't find me. That made me pretty uneasy again, but only
for a minute; | reckoned | wouldn't stay on hand till he got that
chance.
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D Tramp—tramp—tramp; that's the dead; they're coming
after me; Oh, they're here! Don't touch me. Oh, let a poor devil
alone!”

Then he rolled himself up in his blanket and wallowedax
in under the old pine table, till begging; and then he went to
crying. | could hear him through the blanket.

By and by he rolled out and jumped up on his feet, looking
wild, and he saw me and went for me. He chased me round and
round with a knife, calling me the Angel of Death, and saying
he would kill me. Once when | turned short and_dodged®
under his arm he made a grab and got me by the jacket and |
thought | was gone; but

| did out of the jacket quick as lightning, ng g e
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DWell, I tried to, but | couldn't; | couldn't budgea you. ,

DWell, all right. Go out and see if there's a fish on the
lines for breakfadt. I'll be dong in a minute.”

He unlocked the door, and | cleared out up the riverbank. |
reckoned | would have great times now if | were over at the
town. The June rise used to be aways luck for me; because as
soon as that rise began here came cordwood floating down, and
pieces of log rafts—sometimes a dozen | ogs together; so al you
had to do was to catch them and sdll them to the wood-yards
and the sawmill.

| went along up the bank with one eye out for pap and the
other one out for what the rise might fetch along. Well, all at
once here came a canoe; | shot head-first off of the bank like a
frog, clothes and dl on, and struck out for the canoe. It was a
drift-canoe, sure enough, and | climbed in and paddled ™ her
ashore. But when | got to shore pap wasn't in sight yet, and as |
was running her into a little creek, | struck another idea: |
judged I'd hide her good, and then, in stead of taking to the
woods when | ran off, I'd go down the river about fifty miles
and camp in one place for good, and not have such arough time

trampinga on foot.

While we laid off after breakfast to sleep up, both of us
were about wore out, pap raised up a minute to drink ancther
barrel of water, and he said:

D Ancther time a man comes prowling round here you
roust me out, you hear?” Then he dropped down and went to
dleep again; but what he had been saying gave me the very idea
| wanted. | said to myself, | could fix it now, so nobody
wouldn't think of following me.

About twelve o'clock we turned out and went aong up the
bank. By and by along came parts of alog raft—nine logs fast
together. We went out with the skiff and towed it ashore. After
dinner, pap planed to shove it to town and sell, so he locked me
in and took the skiff, and started off towing the raft about
half-past three. | waited till | reckoned he had got a good start;
then | outed with my saw, and went to work on that log again.
Before he was on the other side of the river | was out of the
hole.
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| took the sack of corn meal and took it to where the canoe
was hid, then | did the same with the side of bacon; | took
everything that was worth a cent. | cleaned out the place. |
wanted an axe, but there wasn't any, only the one out at the
woodpile, and | knew why | was going to leave that. | fetched
out the gun, and now | was done.

| had worn the ground a good deal by crawling out of the
hole and dragging out so many things. So | fixed that as good as
| could from the outside by scattering dust on the place. If you
stood four or five feet away and didn't know it was sawed, you
would never notice it; and besides, this was the back of the
cabin, and it wasn't likely anybody would go fooling around
there.

It was dl grass clear to the canoe, so | hadn' left a track.
All safe. So | took the gun and went up a piece into the woods,
and was hunting around for some birds when | saw awild pig; |
shot this fellow and took him into camp.

| took the axe and smashed in the door. | beat it and

hacked ™ it considerable doing it. | fetched the pig in, and took
him back nearly to the table and hacked into his throat with the
axe, and laid him down on the ground to bleed; Well, next |
took an old sack and put alot of big rocksin it and | started it
from the pig, and dragged it to the door and through the woods
down to the river andwall136 Tc (edj0.1€)21.44 Tc () ()0.72 Tc () Tj-0.05568 Tc (it) 0.11136 Tc (;) T.05568 Tc (t)
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Chapter8

The sun was up so high when | waked that | judged it was
after eight o'clock. | was powerful lazy and comfortable—didn't
want to get up and cook breakfast. Well, | was dozing off again
when | thought | heard a deep sound of “boom!” away up the
river. | rouse up, and rested on my elbow and listened; pretty
soon | heard it again. | hopped up, and saw a bunch of smoke
laying on the water along way up. And there was the ferryboat
full of people floating aong down. | knew what was the matter
now. You see, they were firing cannon over the water, trying to
make my carcass ~ cometo the top.

| was pretty hungry, but it wasn't going to do for me to Sart a
fire, because they might see the smoke. | lit a pipe and had a
good long smoke, and went on watching. When the ferryboat
got pretty well aong down towards me, | put out my pipe and
laid down behind alog on the bank in alittle open place>Xwhere
from thelog fork | could peep through.

By and by she came along, and she drifted in so dose that
they could run out a plank and walk ashore. Almost everybody
was on the boat. Pap, and Judge Thatcher, and Bessie Thatcher,
and Jo Harper, and Tom Sawyer, and his old Aunt Polly, and
plenty more. Everybody was talking about the murder, but then
the captain sang out:

D Sand away!” and the cannon let off such a blast right
before me that it made me deaf with the noise and pretty near
blind with the smoke, and | judged | was gone. If they'd had
some bulletsin, | reckoned they'd got the corpse they was after.
Well, | saw | wasn't hurt, thanks to goodness. The boat floated
on and went out of sight around the shoulder of the idand. |
could hear the booming now and then, further and further off,
and by and by, after an hour, | didn't hear it any more.

| knew | was al right now. Nobody else would come
hunting after me. And so for three days and nights. No
difference—just the same thing. The next day | went exploring
around down through the idand. | was boss of it; it al belonged
to me, soto say, and | wanted to know &l about it. | had my gun
along, but | hadn't shot anything; it was for protection; thought |
would kill some game nigh ™ home. About this time | mighty
near sepped on a good-sized snake, and it went diding off
through the grass and flowers, and | was after it, trying to get a
shot at it. | clipped along, and @l of a sudden | bounded right on
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to the ashes of a campfire that was till smoking.

My heart jumped up amongst my lungs. | never waited for to
look further, but uncockedaa mygun and went sneaking back
on my tiptoes as fast as ever | could. When | got to camp | put
out the fire and scattered the ashes around to look like an old
lagt year's camp, and then climbed atree.

| reckoned | was up in the tree for two hours; but | didn't see
anything, | didn't hear anything. Well, | couldnt stay there
forever. So when it was good and dark | did out from shore
before moonrise and paddied over to the lllinois bank. | went
out in the woods and cooked a supper, and | had made up my
mind | would stay there all night when | heard people's voices. |
got everything into the canoe as quick as | could, and then went
creeping through the woods to seewhat | ¢
ould find out. | hadnt got far when | heard a man say:

D We better camp here if we can find a good place; the
horses are about beaten out. Let's ook around.”

| didn't wait, but shoved out and paddled away easy. | tied
up inthe old place, and reckoned | would deep in the canoe.
| didnt deep much. | couldn't, somehow, for thinking. And

every time | waked p | thought somebody had me by the neck.
So the deep didn't do me any good. By and by | said to myself,
| couldn' live this way; So | took my paddle and did out from
shore just a step or two, and then let the canoe drop aong down
amongst the shadows. A little ripply —, cool breeze began to
blow, and that was as good as saying the night was about done.
| gave her aturn with the paddle and brought her nose to shore;
then 1 got my gun and dipped out and into the edge of the
woods. But | hadn't any luck somehow; | couldnt seem to find
the place. But by and by, sure enough, | caught a glimpse of fire
away through the trees. | went for it, cautious and dow. | set
there behind a clump of bushes in about six feet of him, and
kept my eyes on him steady. It was getting gray daylight now.
Pretty soon he gapped and stretched himself and hove off the
blanket, and it was Miss Watson's Jim! | bet | was glad to see
him. | said:

D Hello, Jm!” and skipped out.
He bounced up and stared at me wildly. Then he dropped
down on his knees, and put his hands together and said:
D Don't hurt me—don't! | hadn't ever done any harm to a
ghost. | liked dead people, and did al | could for them. You go
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and get into river again, and don't do harmto Old Jm!”

Well, It wasn't long making him understand | wasn't dead. |
was ever so glad to see Jm. | talked along, but he only set there
and looked a me; never said anything. Then | said:

D It's good daylight. Let's get breakfast. Make up your camp
fire good.”

So we went over to where the canoe was, and while he built
afirein a grassy open place amongst the trees, | fetched med
and bacon and coffee, and coffee-pot and frying-pan, and sugar
and tin cups, and the nigger was set back considerably, because
he reckoned it was al done with witchcraft ™. | caught a good
big catfish, too, and Jm cleaned it with his knife, and fried it.

When breakfast was ready we lolledax on the grass and ate
it smoking hot. Jm laid it in with al his might, for he was
about gtarved. Then when we had got pretty well stuffed, we
laid off. By and by Jim said:

) But looky here, Huck, who would be killed in that shanty
if it wasn't you?’

Then | told him the whole thing, and he said it was smart.
Then | said:

O How do you come to be here, Jim, and how'd you get here?’

He looked pretty uneasy, and didn't say anything for a minute.
Then he said:

D But you wouldn't tell on meif I tell you, would you, Huck?’

D Blamedif | would, Jm.”

D Well, you see, Old missus—that's Miss Watson—she
pecked on me all the time, and treatedme rough, but she always
said she wouldn't sell me down to Orleans. But | noticed a
nigger trader round the place considerably lately, and | began to
get uneasy. Well, one night | heard old missustell the wider she
was going to sell me down to Orleans, | never waited to hear
the rest, and lit out mighty quick, | tell you.”

DWell, | tucked out up the river road, and went about two
miles or more. | said to myself, a raft was what | wanted; it
would make no track.”

D But | didn't have any luck. | was almost to the foot of the
idand before | found a good place. | had my pipe and some
matchesin my cap, and they weren't wet, so | was dl right.”
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Chapter9

| wanted to go and look at a place right about the middle of
the idand that I'd found when | was exploring; so we started
and soon got to it, because the idand was only three miles long
and aquarter of amile wide.

This place was a tolerable long, steep hill or ridge about
forty feet high. We tramped and climbed around dl over it, and
by and by found a good big cavern in the rock, almost up to the
top on the side towards Illinois. The cavern was as big astwo or
three rooms bunched together, and Jm could stand up straight
init, and it was coal inthere.

Jim said if we had the canoe hid in a good place, and had all
the traps — in the cavern, we could rush there if anybody was
to come to the idand, and they would never find us without

dogs.

So we went back and got the canoe, and paddied up abreast
the cavern, and luggedax all the traps up there. Then we hunted
up a place close by to hide the canoe in, amongst the thick
willows. We took some fish off from the lines and set them
again, and began to get ready for dinner.

We spread the blankets insde for a carpet, and ate our dinner
in there. We put al the other things handy at the back of the
cavern. Pretty soon it darkened up, and began to thunder and
lighten. Directly it began to rain, and it rained like al fury, too,
and | had never seen the wind blow so. It was one of these
regular summer storms.

The river went on rising and rising for ten or twelve days,
till at last it was over the banks. The water was three or four
feet deep on the idand in the low places and on the Illinois
bottom. Daytimes we paddled al over the idand in the canoe, It
was mighty coca
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pine planks. Another night when we were up at the head of the
idand, just before daylight, here came a frame-house down, on
the west side. She was two-story, and tilted over considerably.
We paddled out and got aboard—climbed in at an upstairs
window. But it was too dark to see yet, so we made the canoe
fast and set in her to wait for daylight.

The light began to come before we got to the foot of the
idand. Then we looked in at the window. We could make out a
bed, and a table, and two old chairs, and lots of things around
about on the floor, and there was clothes hanging against the
wall. There was something lying on the floor in the far corner
that looked like aman. So Jm said:

D Hello, you!”

But it didn't budge, and then Jim said:

) The man isn't adeegp—he's dead. You hold still—I'll go
and see.”

He went, and bent down and looked, and said:

D It'sadead man. Yes, indeed; naked, too. He's been shot in
the back. | reckon he's been dead two or three days. Come in,
Huck, but don't look at his face—it's too ghastly.”

| didn't look at him at all. There was heaps ™ of old greasy
cards scattered around over the floor, and old whisky bottles,
and a couple of masks maTc ( bu) Tj-0.05568 Tc (t)(94 Tc (s) Tj0.48 Tc68 Tc ()6 Tc (a) TjO Tc (n) Tj-0.2.2-15.6 TD -
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the canoe and covered him up with the quilt, because if he set
up people could tell he was a nigger a good way off. | paddled

over to the lllinois shore, and drifted down most a half a
mile doing it. | crept up the dead water under the bank, and
hadn't any accidents and didn't see anybody. We got home dl
safe.

Chapter 10

After breakfast | wanted to talk about the dead man and
guess out how he came tobe killed, but Jim didnt want to. He
said a man that wasn't buried was more likely to go around than
one that was planted and comfortable. That sounded pretty
reasonable, so | didn't say any more.

We_rummaged ~ the clothes wed got, and found eight
dollars in slver sewed up in the lining of an old blanket
overcoat. Jm said he reckoned the people in that house stole
the coat, because if they'd known the money was there they
wouldn't had left it. | said | reckoned they killed him, too; but
Jim didn't want to talk about that. | said:

D Now you think it's bad luck; but what did you say when |
fetched in the snake-skin that | found on the top of the ridge the
day before yesterday? You said it was the worst bad luck in the
world to touch a snakeskin with my hands. Well, here's your
bad luck! We've rakedax in al this truck and eight dollars
besides. | wish we could have some bad luck like this every day,
Jm.”

D Never you mind, honey, never you mind. It's coming.
Mind | tell you, it's coming.” It did come, too. Well, after
dinner the Friday we were lying around in the grass and got out
of tobacco. | went to the cavern to get some, and found a
rattlesnake ~ in there. | killed him, and curled him up on the
foot ofoand Tc (0) 1(m) Tj1.2 Tc () TjO Tc (u) Tj-0.24 Tc 4 Tc60Tj-0.'aed ck(t) Tj2.88 Tc () Tj-0.02784 Tc (
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He jumped up yelling, | laid the snake out in a second with a
stick, and Jm grabbed pap's whisky-jug and began to pour it
down.Jim sucked and sucked at the jug, and now and then he
got out of his head and pitched around and yelled; but every
time he came to himself he went to suck at the jug again.

Jim was laid up for four days and nights. Then the swelling
was al gone and he was around again. | made up my mind |
wouldn't ever touch a snakeskin again with my hands, now |
saw what had come of it. Well, the days went along, and the
river went down between its banks again; and about the first
thing we did was to bait one of the big hooks with a skinned
rabbit and set it and catch a catfish that was as big as a man,
being six feet and two inches long. It was as big a fish as was
ever caught in the Mississippi, | reckoned. Jm said he hadn't
ever seen a higger one. He would be worth a good deal over at
the village.

Next morning | said it was getting slow and dull, and |
wanted to get a stirring up some way. | said | reckoned | would
dip over the river and find out what was going on. Jm liked
that notion; but he said | must go in the dark and look sharp.
Then he studied it over and said, couldn't | put on some of the
old things and dress up like a girl? So we shortened up one of
the calico™ gowns, and | turned up my trouser-legs to my
kneesand got into it. | put onthe sunbonnet and tied it under my
chin, and then for a body to look in and see my face was like
looking down a joint of stovepipea. Jm said nobody would
know me, even in the daytime, hardly. | practiced around all
day to get the hang of the things, and by and by | could do
pretty well in them, only Jim said | didn't walk like a girl; and
he said | must quit pulling up my gown to get at my britches®
-pocket. | took notice, and did better.

| started up the lllinois shore in the canoe just after dark.

| started to the town from a little below the ferry landing, and
the drift of the current fetched mein at the bottom of the town. |
tied up and gtarted along the bank. There wasalight burningin
a little shanty that hadn't been lived in for a long time, and |
wondered who had taken up quarters there. | dipped up and
peeped in at the window. There was a woman about forty years
old in there knitting by a candle that was on a pine table. |
didn't know her face; she was a stranger, for you couldn't start a
faceinthat town that | didn't know. Now this
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D Almost everybody thought it at first. But before night they
changed around and judged it was done by a runaway nigger
named Jm. The nigger ran off the very night Huck Finn was
killed. People found out he hadn't been seen since ten o'clock
the night when the murder was done. So then they put it on him,
you see; But | don't think so.”

D Yes, | don't see anything in the way of it. But, are they
after Jm yet?’

D Yes, Some folks think the nigger isn't far from here. I'm
one of them—A few days ago | was pretty near certain and saw
smoke over there, about the head of the idand, a day or two
before that, so | says to myself, like as that nigger's hiding over
there; anyway, says |, it's worth the trouble to give the place a
hunt.”

| had got so uneasy that | couldn't set ill:

D Is your husband going over there tonight?”

) Oh, yes. He went up-town with another man, to get a boat
and see if they could borrow ancther gun. They'll go over after
midnight.”

D Couldn't they see better if they was to wait till daytime?’

D Yes. And couldn't the nigger see better, too? After
midnight hell likely be adeep, and they can dip around through
the woods and hunt up his camp fire al the better for the dark,
if he's got one.”

The woman kept looking at me pretty curious while she was
taking, and | didn't feel abit comfortable. Pretty soon she said:

D What did you say your name was, honey?”

D> M—Mary Williams.”

Somehow it didn't seem to methat | said it was Mary before,
so | didn't look upPseemed to me | said it was Sarah; so | felt
sort of cornered, | wished the woman would say something
more. But now she said:

D Honey, | thought you said it was Sarah when you first
camein?’

) Oh, yes madam, | did. Sarah Mary Williams. Sarah's my
first name. Some call me

Sarah, some call me Mary.”

) Come, now, what's your rea name?’

D Wh—what, madam?’

D What's your real name? Is it Bill, or Tom, or Bob? You just
tell me your secret, and trust me. I'll keep it; and, what's more,
I'll help you. You see, you're a runaway prentice ~ , that's all. It
isn't anything. You've been treated badly, and you made up your
mind to cut. Bless you, child, | wouldnt tell on you. Tell meall
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about it now, that's a good boy.”

So | said it wouldn't be any use to try to play it any longer,
and | would just make a clean breast and tell her everything, but
she mustn't go back on her promise. Then | told her my father
and mother were dead, and the law had bound me out to a mean
old farmer in the country thirty miles back from the river, and
he treated me so bad that | couldn't sand it any longer; and so |
took my chance and stole some of his daughter's old clothes and
cleared out, and it had been three nights for me coming the
thirty miles. | traveled nights, and hid daytimes and dept, and
the bag of bread and meat | carried from home lasted me all the
way, and | had a-plenty. | said | believed my uncle Abner
M oore would take care of me, and so that was why | struck out
for thistown of Goshen.

) Goshen, child? Goshen's ten miles further up the river.
Who told you this was Goshen?’

DWhy, aman | met a daybreak this morning. He told me
when the road forked | must take the right hand, and five miles
would fetch meto Goshen.”

D Hewasdrunk, | reckon. He told you just exactly wrong.”

D> Well, he did act like he was drunk, but it is no matter now.
| got to be moving aong. I'll fetch Goshen before daylight.”

Y Hold on aminute. Il put you up a snack to eat. You might
want it.”

So she put me up a snack, and said:

D Say, What's your real name, now?”

) George Peters, madam.”

D Well, try to remember it, George. And if you get into trouble,
you send word to Mrs. JudithLoftus, which is me, and I'll do
what | canto get you out of it. ,

So | came out and went up the bank about fifty yards, and
then | doubled on my tracks and dipped back to where my
canoe was, | jumped in, and was off in a hurr
y. When | struck the head of the island | never waited to blow,
though | was almost winded, but | shoved right into the timber
where my old camp used to be, and started a good fire there on
ahigh and dry spot.

Then | jumped in the canoe and dug out for our place, a
mile and a half below, a
shard as| could go. | landed, and